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afforded by the so-called walking ferns and by Bryophyllum. The

walking ferns have long leaves the tips of which reach the ground,

strike root, and grow into new plants (Fig. 101).  The leaves of

Bryophyllum have small notches in their margins.   When these

leaves fall or are removed from

the parent plant, small plantlets

grow from the notches (Fig. 102).

These plantlets send roots into

the soil and grow into large

plants.

Storage. Leaves that are spe-
cialized for storage can be di-
vided into three general classes:
leaves with special water-storage
tissue, those with special food-
storage tissue, and those which
form pockets for collecting ma-
terials out of which the roots
absorb such substances as are
ordinarily obtained from the
soil.

Water storage. Some plants
which grow in very dry regions
have leaves that are greatly
thickened by water-storage tis-
sue. Such tissue is very promi-
nent hi the leaves of the cen-
tury plant (Agave spp.). Special
water-storage tissue is not con-

FIG. 105. Stipules of India rubber tree
(Ficus elastica)

The united stipules of the young open-
ing leaf surround the bud, while those
of the second leaf are about ready to
fall.  (X 1)

, fined to leaves that are greatly
thickened, but also occurs in some
which have the appearance of
ordinary foliage leaves (Figs. 79, 83). This is true of such plants
as the India rubber"tree familiar as a house plant (Ficus elastica).
Food storage. Fleshy bulbs are composed largely of thickened
leaf bases, as in the onion (Fig. 103), or of whole leaves, as in lilies.
In both cases the leafy part of the bulb serves for the storage of
food.